A new turn in Rho GTPase activation by Escherichia coli cytotoxic necrotizing factors.
Various bacterial protein toxins and effectors target Rho GTPases, which are eukaryotic regulators of signal transduction pathways. Many toxins inactivate these GTPases but some, such as the cytotoxic necrotizing factors (CNFs) from Escherichia coli, activate them by deamidation. Recent studies have provided exciting new clues to the functional consequences of the activation of Rho GTPases by CNFs and its effect on the host-pathogen interaction.